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GEHTUSMEH , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1945- 

During  the  year  under  review,  hostilities  in  the  Ear  East 
came  to  an  end.  As  a  result  we  not  unnaturally,  but  rather 
optimistically  .perhaps 5  looked  forward  to.better  times  in  all 
respects  -  easement  in  rationing  with  more  variety  in  food  stuffs 
and  a  general  betterment  in  all  directions.  That  such  have  not 
materialis  'd  i.a  everyone’s  knowledge.  I  am  of  course  chiefly 
concerned  with  the  health  of  the  area  and,  from  the  shorn- term 
point  of  view ,  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that  it  has  deteriorated; 
from  the  long-term  view  however  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  or 
not  individual  longevity  will  be  affected. 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  duties  of  sanitary  Inspector 
and  Borough  Surveyor  have  to  be  shouldered  by  one  official 
because  the  work  of  the  two  departments  cannot  possibly  be  done 
efficiently.  I  mention  this  fact  because  it  will  explain  why 
it  is  that  the  sanitary  supervision  of  this  area  has  to  bo 
somewhat  neglected  owing  to  other  seemingly  more  urgent  matters. 

To  remedy  this  I  know  is  difficult  and  I  can  only  leave  the 
matter  with  you  for  your  consideration. 


It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  interests 
of  the  youth  of  this  area,  both  male  and  female,  are  being  more 
catered  for  by  means  of  the  Army  Cadet  Eorce  and  the  Youth 
Service.  Both  of  these  organisations  should  be  given  every 
possible  encouragement  both  by  your  Council  and  the  public  in 
general.  One  of  the  essentials  to  this  end  is  the  provision  of 
a  playing  field  and  a  swimming  pool,  that  Waterloo  was  won 
on  the  playing  fields  of  Eton  is  no  catch-phrase  but  involves  the 
principle  that  the  groundwork  of  dicipline  and  team  work  is 
incultated  in  team-playing  games. 

As  the  result,  I  hope,  of  the  propaganda  carried  out 
nationally  and  locally  with  regard  to  Diphtheria  Immunisation, 
the  public  is  undoubtedly  becoming  more  immunisation-minded  and 
I  am  hoping  that,  in  the  long  run,  it  will  become  as  much  a 
routine  procedure  as  washing  the  baby. 
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SECTION  A« 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA . 


A  T*  03.  «  «  «  .  «  < 

Population  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id  rate 

(legitimate 

Live  Births  -  (illegitimate 


•  * •  3 050  Acres 

...  2130 

...  673 

• ..£9370 

•  • .£39  *o • lo . 

12M.  18  F.) 

M.  2  ?.)  Total  35. 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  population  -  16.4 


Death  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age ,  legitimate  L 


Deaths  -  2211,  16F.  Total,  38. 


Death  Rate  per  1000  of  population,  17.8 


The  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  previous  year  were 
15*08  and  10*59  respectively. 


Causes  of  Death . 

~  ~~  M. 
Tubercolosis  of  Respiratory  system  1 
Cancer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  1 
Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  other  sites  2 
Intracraniel  lesions  2 
Heart  disease  8 
Other  disease  of  the  circulation  1 
Bronchitis  1 
Pheumonia  1 
Other  respiratory  diseases  1 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  1 
Appendicitis  1 
Other  digestive  diseases  *  1 
Premature  birth 

All  other  causes  2 


The  average  age  at  death  was  68.5  in  males,  65  in  females. 
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SECTION  B  . 


GENERAL  ?BO VISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  BOB  THE  AREA  • 


During  the  month  of  July  of  the  year  under  review,  instru¬ 
ctions  were  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  the 
effect  that  cases  of  scarlet  fever  should  in  future  be 
treated  at  their  homes  and  not  sent  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital o  During  1942 ,  on  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  Board  of  Education,  and  since  then,  it  has 
been  the  practice  to  send  all  cases  to  hospital  but  now  it  is 
considered  by  the  highest  authorities  that  they  are 
best  treated  at  home .  The  reason  for  this  change  of 
attitude  is  that  as  scarlet  fever  is  caused  by  a  variety 
of  types  of  germs  there  is  a  danger  of  a  patient  suffering 
from  one  type  passing  the  infection  on  to  a  patient 
suffering  from  a  different  type;  this  may  happen  even  in  the 
best  conducted  Isolation  Hospital.  There  are  circumstances 
however  when  it  becomes  desirable  to  remove  the  patient; 
for  example ,  when  the  patient  lives  in  close  contact  to 
someone,  engaged  in  the  handling  of  milk  or  where  there  is 
an  expectant  mother  due  to  go  into  labour  in  the  near 
future.  The  position  therefore  now  is  that  the  County  is 
only  prepared  to  admit  cases  of  scarlet  fever  when  advised 
by  your  Medical  Officer  that  circumstances  exist  which 
males  admission  desirable. 

SECTION  C- 


SANT  Tie  BY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, . 


HATER;  During  the  year,  238  inspections  of  water  supplies 
were  made.  As  in  previous  years,  those  living  at  the  higher 
levels  were  very  short  of  water  during  the  late  summer  and 
autumn.  The  sources  of  water  are  as  follows 

The  Maudlin  and  Ford  Systems  -  These  consist  of  four  springs 
the  water  from  which  is  fed  into  two  reservoirs  the  combined 
capacity  of  which  is  48,  000  gallons;  none  of  this  water 
receives  any  treatment.  Examinations  of  the  water  from  each 
of  the  four  springs  were  made  on  the  5th  March  which  showed 
that  the  water  was  satisfactory  in  every  respect  except 
that  ell  were  plumb 0- solvent . 

The  Colie  Beacon  System  -  This  was  laid  down  in  1939°  The 
water  is  collected  and  conveyed  through  a  3  inch  asbestos 
pipe,  filtered  upwards thro ugh  a  limestone  deacidifying  filter 
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and  then  taken  to  a  3o,00u  gallons  capacity  reservoir . 

Examination  of  the  raw  water  was  made  on  the  5th  March  the 
report  being-  that  it  was  satisfactory  in  all  respects 
except  that  it  was  plumb o- solvent .  K  sample  taken  after  the 
water  had  passed  through  the  filter  showed  that  the  hardness  and 
reaction  were  more  satisfactory. 

The  Mi Ilham  System  -  This  system  is  in  every  respect  unsatisfactory 
and  now  is  only  brought  into  full  operation  during  times  of 
emergency.  This  source  should  be  abandoned  altogether.  The 
report  of  a  sample  dipped  from  the  reservoir  stated  that  the 
water  was  not  altogether  satisfactory  for  a  public  supply 
unless  it  is  filtered. 

Samples  of  water  for  the  purpose  of  analysis  are  not 
taken  at  regular  intervals  but  only  when  it  is  thought  that 
circumstances  make  such  action  necessary.  ,.s  there  has  been 
no  evidence  of  contamination  by  lead  due  to  the  plumb o- solvency 
of  the  waters  9  it  has  not  been  considered  necessary  to  take 
any  action.  Of  the  673  inhabited  houses  619  have  a  piped 
supply?  7  houses  in  the  Maudlin  area  obtain  their  water  from 
the  Maudlin  and  lord  System  by  means  of  a  stand-pipe  and  the 
remaining  47  are  isolated  farms  and  cottage s9  the  water  for 
whi ch  is  obtained  from  wells  and  springs  and  in  all  cases  cannot 
be  relied  upon  for  quantity  and  quality.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
new  Churchpark  scheme.  ,  which  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  will  be  in  operation  by  august  1946. 

SnI\TI Ta BY  I N3PE C TI ON 3  s-  Twentyeight  inspections  of  nuisances 
were  made  and  all,  with  one  exception,  were  remedied  without 
resort  to  Statutory  action,  the  exception  being  a  leaking 
drain  and  faulty  cesspool?  the  statutory  notice  was  served 
on  the  31st-  December. 

SCHOOLS  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements  at  the  schools:  those  at  the  Downend  school  are 
very  unsatisfactory.  I  have  inspected  the  canteen  arrangements 
at  the  Council  school  and  been  present  during  the  dinner  hour 
and  was  much  impressed  with  the  quality  and  quantify  of  the 
food  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  cooked. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  under  review  a  deal  of  time  was  spent,  both 
in  committee  and  council.,  in  the  discussion  of  this  topic. 

Many  interviews  with  Ministry  officials  took  place,  sites 
were  inspected  by  them  and  some  turned  down,  conferences  were 
attended  by  members  of  the  Council  and  sheaves  of  correspondence 
passed  in  and  out?  at  the  end  of  the  year  we  still  wait  for 
the  houses  which  are  urgently  required.  The  Ministry's  approval 
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was  given  for  the  permanent  houses  and  ten  prefabricated 
houses  were  promised*  Negotiations  are  still  in  progress 
with  the  ministry  of  Town  and  Country  Planning  to  settle 
on  a  site  or  sites  for  a  further  forty  permanent  houses*  If 
there  is  any  satisfaction  in  this  tardy  and  negative  process 
it  lies  in  the  fact  that  this  Authority  has  done  everything 
possible  to  expedite  the  matter* 

No  action  for  the  purpose  of  Slum  Clearance  under  the 
Housing  Act?  1936  has  been  taken  and  no  action  in  this  respect 
can  be  contemplated  until  the  existing  housing  shortage 
is  reasonably  satisfied*  Twelve  inspections  were  made  and 
no  notices  under  Sections  9  an(3  H  of  the  Plousing  Act  193° 
were  served* 


.SECTION  E, 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  HOOD* 

POOD  SHOPS  6  tins  of  tinned  meat?  3  tins  of  peas  and 

2  tins  of  beans  were  condemned  on  account  of  gaseous 

decomposition;  10 5  tins  pilchards  were  condemned 
having  been  damaged  in  transit  and  a  high  percentage  were 
decomposing;  300  tins  of  household  mils  were  condemned 
and  disposed  of  for  other  than  human  food  and  6  tins  of 

evaporated  milk  were  condemned  on  account  of  gaseous 

decomposition* 

MILKs-  33  inspections  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  were _ 
made*  One  cowshed  had  been  reconstructed  and  an  Accredited 
Licence  has  been  granted  since*  A  milk  pasteurisation 
licence  has  been  renewed  to  a  milk  treatment  company  where 
a  bacteriologist  is  kept  for  the  purpose  of  examining  and 
checking  on  the  results  of  high  temperature  pasteurisation. 
Three  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  found  to  be  satisfactory « 

HEAT;-  The  slaughtering  at  Lostwithiel  has  been 
confined  to  casualties;  the  following  . were  examined  and 
condemned;-  7  ewes  on  account  of  parturient  fever?  1  pig 
with  generalised  tubcrcolosis  and  1  calf  with  generalised 
septi caemia* 


SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  a 


ND  CONTROL  OVEP  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Disease 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  * 

Total  cases  Admitted  to 

notified _ Hospital 


Total 

Deaths 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 


1 


nil 


nil 
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Disease 

Total  cases 
Not if ied 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Tot 
Do  a- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

3 

nil 

Pheumonia 

4 

rJ  1 

1 

Measles 

21 

nil 

nil 

TUBERCQLP3I S  ° 

One  new  case  was  notified  during  the  year  and  there  was 
one  deaths  one  case  was  removed  from  the  register  owing  to 
the  diagnosis  not  being  established.  The  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  four  of  • 
pulmonary  tubercolosis  and  two  of  non -pulmo nary . 

Presented  to  the  Council 
7th  August  1946 . 


( Si gn  ed )  Fr  e  dk .  H . Ru dge  5 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


